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The Animation School chooses Honoris United Universities
for its pan-African expansion

With this announcement, Honoris responds to the increasing potential for African Creative Industries
to offer wide-ranging employment opportunities for the next generation of African creative talent

Cape Town, South Africa — 23 November 2023 — Honoris United Universities, the first and largest pan-
African network of private higher education institutions, is pleased to announce the latest addition to its
group: The Animation School in South Africa. Renowned as one of the global leaders in animation training,
The Animation School will join Honoris to cultivate the creative trailblazers of tomorrow in one of the
fastest-growing sectors on the continent.

African creativity is taking its rightful prominent place on the global stage as the creative arts industry in
Africa steadily grows, driven by rich cultural diversity, a youthful population, and increasing global interest
in African art, music, fashion, film, and literature. Nollywood is already renowned globally for its large-
scale production value that has significant economic impact in Nigeria and beyond, akin to South Africa’s
well-established film and music industry, whilst countries like Ghana, Senegal, and Kenya, all continue to
gain recognition for their contribution to the creative arts sector. Afreximbank’s African Trade Report 2022
cites a contribution of $58 billion generated by creative industries in Africa and the Middle East, with almost
7% of South Africa’s total workforce employed in the sector.

As a multi-billion dollar sector, the global animation industry offers tremendous employment opportunities
for the largest youth population in the world, encompassing a wide range of animation from feature films to
TV shows, video games, and online content. In recent years, the industry has experienced significant growth,
driven by the popularity of animated content from major studios such as Triggerfish Animation Studios,
Disney, Pixar, DreamWorks Animation, and Studio Ghibli.

Based in Cape Town and Johannesburg, South Africa, The Animation School (TAS) opened its doors in
2000 and has established itself as a leading source of specialist animation education, ranked 12th in the
world by the Animation Career Review website in 2023. TAS alumni go on to varying roles including
animators, lighting artists, modelers, compositors, directors, studio owners, and more, supported by a team
of faculty who are working professionals from the industry. Employer partnerships with global industry
leaders, including Triggerfish Animation Studios, and many others, reinforce opportunities for students to
gain work-ready training as well as support employability initiatives for a successful transition into their
careers. For two consecutive years, The Animation School has partnered with Netflix to provide a 3-year
scholarship to two talented students, to further boost opportunities for graduates on the continent.

Whilst TAS students already perform at an international level, aligning with the power of the network at
Honoris United Universities will showcase the talent, vision, and masterful storytelling of South African
artists. Honoris will support its pan-African growth plans to expand access to high-growth employability
sectors whilst focusing on investment in academic excellence, learning environments, support services, and
faculty development.

Commenting on the announcement, Honoris Group CEO Dr. Jonathan Louw, said: “Today marks a
significant milestone in championing our creative arts sector, as we proudly welcome The Animation School
into the network. This collaboration reinforces our dedication to delivering transformational, relevant
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education, and positions us to shape the future of African creative talent. | eagerly look forward to
expanding the footprint of The Animation School to empower the visionaries of tomorrow, providing them
with unparalleled opportunities to excel in the dynamic field of animation. ”

Nuno Martins, Director, Co-Founder, and Principal of The Animation School, added: “Studios across the
globe are increasingly turning their attention to Africa, as the wealth of creative expertise garners global
attention. We are confident that we 've chosen the perfect partner in Honoris for our mission to widen access
across Africa to an industry with bountiful opportunity, creativity, diversity, and fulfillment. We passionately
believe in the power of Africa’s youth and the growth arising from exposure to different cultures and
mindsets, all the more important in our creative sector. ”

The Animation School becomes the fifth Honoris institution in South Africa alongside MANCOSA,
REGENT Business School, Red and Yellow Creative School of Business, and FEDISA Fashion School.
The transformational African education network now comprises 16 institutions in 10 countries and 32 cities,
delivering its Education for Impact mission to over 85,000 students.

For media inquiries:

James Deacon

Communications Manager, Honoris United Universities
Jdeacon@honoris.net

+233554334778

About Honoris United Universities

Honoris United Universities is the first and largest pan-African private higher education network committed
to transforming lives through relevant education for lifetime success. Collaborative intelligence, cultural
agility and mobile mind-sets are at the heart of the Honoris approach to educate the next generation of
leaders and professionals able to impact regionally in a globalized world. Honoris combines the expertise
of its member institutions to develop world-class African human talent that is competitive in today’s fast-
paced, demanding and increasingly digitized labour and start-up markets.

Honoris comprises a community of 85,000 students on 70 campuses, learning centres and via on-line, in 10
African countries and 32 cities. The network is formed of 16 institutions: multidisciplinary universities,
specialized schools, technical and vocational institutes, contact, distance, and online institutions. Students
have an opportunity to experience exclusive partnerships and exchange programs in more than 190
universities across Europe, the United States and Asia. Over 460 degrees are offered in Medicine, Health
Sciences, Engineering, IT, Business, Law, Architecture, Creative Arts, Fashion and Design, Media, Political
Science, and Education.

Honoris United Universities. Education for Impact. www.honoris.net
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About The Animation School

The Animation School was launched in 2000 to develop South Africa’s animation industry and
increase the output of original African content. With campuses in Cape Town and Johannesburg,
The Animation School was ranked 12th in the world by the Animation Career Review in 2023 and
offers a three-year full-time Diploma in Digital Animation and intensive short courses in the field
of animation.

Animation studios rely on The Animation School to build and produce content that is competing
globally, and South African studios such as Triggerfish Animation Studios, Sunrise Productions,
and Chocolate Tribe work closely with Disney, Cartoon Network, and Netflix to deliver high-
quality productions. Employer partnerships with global industry leaders, including Triggerfish
Animation Studios, are supported by academic partnerships with esteemed institutions such as
Gobelins I’Ecole de I'image, the Paris-based world leader in the field. Graduates from TAS achieve
tremendous success, winning over 180 top awards, and have wider access to masterclasses, student
exchange opportunities, and study abroad support. The Animation School also partners with Netflix
to provide a scholarship to select students, further boosting opportunities for graduates on the
continent.

TAS is registered by the South African Department of Higher Education and Training (DHET) and
accredited by the Council on Higher Education (CHE) to offer the Diploma in Digital Animation
which is registered with the South African Qualifications Authority (SAQA).

The Animation School - www.theanimationschool.co.za

Contact: Chris@theanimationschool.co.za

Phone: +27 021 461 0822
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